
Saxophone Assemebly:
Once you’ve procured the necessary equipment, you’ll be anxious to assemble your 
instrument and make some sounds.  Open the case and take a brief inventory of the 
contents. You should have the following items:
Large curved body of the saxophone
Short curved neck with a cork on the smaller end
Black hard rubber mouthpiece (looks and feels like hard plastic)
Ligature-this is the metal or leather band that straps the reed to the mouthpiece
Neckstrap-used for supporting the saxophone around your neck while you play
Reed
Cork grease

1. You can soak the reed in a cup of water for a few minutes, or just put it in your 
mouth. Either way, make certain to thoroughly dampen the entire reed.

2. Place the neckstrap around your neck.

3. Lightly grease the cork on the neck of the saxophone. You’ll only need to do this 
occasionally to protect the cork from excess stress when assembling the instrument.

4. Twist the mouthpiece approxiamately half-way on to the neck cork, leaving the open 
side of the mouthpiece facing in the downward direction.



5. Loosen the screw or screws on the ligature and slide it onto the mouthpiece. Make 
certain the screws are loose enough that you can get the ligature onto the main body 
of the mouthpiece, and still have room to slide the reed under it.

6. Slide the reed under the ligature taking care not to damage the delicated reed tip. 
You may have to slide the ligature forward to get the reed under it. Slide the ligature 
into place (beyond the cut of the reed, onto the slick surface). Before tightening the 
screws, examine the reed to make sure it is even side-to-side, and even with the tip of 
the mouthpiece. Snugly tighten the screws.

Metal Ligature Leather Ligature



7. Locate the screw at the top of the 
main body of the saxophone that loos-
ens the sleeve where the neck is to 
be inserted. Loosen this screw. Many 
saxophones have two screws in this 
location. One of the screws, which you 
won’t need to loosen, is for holding a 
miniature music stand (lyre) used in 
marching bands.

Examine the positioning 
of the reed and ligature 
in the photos to the left 
and right. Setting the 
reed up correctly is one 
of the most important 
things you do in prepara-
tion to play the saxo-
phone.



8. Twist the neck into 
place, taking care not to 
place excessive stress 
on the octave key (the 
key built on to the neck), 
and making certain that it 
lines up above the lever 
on the back of the main 
body. Tighten the sleeve 
screw so that the neck 
stays in place.

9. Examine the assembled saxophone, mak-
ing certain every thing looks like a saxo-
phone should. Be certain the mouthpiece is 
placed with the reed facing downward.

10. attach the hook of the neckstrap to 
the ring on the back of the body of the 
saxophone, and adjust the neckstrap up 
or down so that when the weight of the 
instrument is supported by the neckstrap, 
the mouthpiece is at mouth level. You 
should not have to look up or down, or 
hold the instrument up with your hands, 
in order for the mouthpiece to find your 
mouth. The hands should only be used for 
balancing and fingering the instrument.


